
SMARDALE GILL 
 
Start and finish Kirkby Stephen 
Distance 7 miles (11km) 
Refreshments Kirkby Stephen and Crosby Garrett 
Toilets Kirkby Stephen 
Nearest train station Kirkby Stephen (one mile out of town) 
 
This is a lovely short route starting from the lively market town of Kirkby 
Stephen. For many people the highlight will be locking the bikes up at the 
entrance to Smardale Gill and taking a walk through the nature reserve on the 
old railway line as far as the impressive 14 arch viaduct.  
 
ROUTE DESCRIPTION 
 
1. From the middle of Kirkby Stephen take the road signed Auction Mart, 

Soulby and Crosby Garrett at the mini roundabout.   
 
2. As you leave town you come to a large junction by a school. Turn left here 

signed Waitby.   
 
3. Follow this lovely country road to reach another junction. Turn right signed 

Moorlands, Stripes and Smardale Mill. Go past Stripes Farm, over a cross 
roads continuing straight ahead signed Crosby Garrett. After a short 
distance turn right signed Crosby Garrett. 

 
4. You then come to a ford (where a stream runs across the road) with a 

footbridge alternative. When you reach a T-junction with no sign, turn left 
which will take you to Crosby Garrett. 

 
5. Drop down to the main street through the village and turn left. Turn left 

again by the bus shelter signed Smardale and Waitby. Continue along this 
narrow lane and cross another ford or use the footbridge. You come into 
the little village of Smardale and the road bends to the right. Here you will 
find the start of the walk along Smardale Gill to the viaduct. 

 
6. Continue out of Smardale village and follow this road through to Waitby. 

As you arrive at the village bear right signed Kirkby Stephen. This road 
returns you to Kirkby Stephen by the school. Turn right to return to the 
high street. 



 


